Chronic physical illness in childhood: psychological and social effects in adolescence and adult life.
A national birth cohort followed for 36 years was used to compare the life chances of individuals with chronic physical illness in childhood with those of controls. The majority of those who had been chronically physically ill in childhood were found to differ very little in social and psychological circumstances by 36 years of age, but earlier in adult life there had been signs of difficulties. However, there was a disturbing tendency for those from lower social-group families to be in significantly worse social and psychological circumstances, and by 36 years they showed signs of relatively poor life chances and of basic social support, including the death of both parents.